
HIGHLIGHTS FROM WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS

�e City of Greenville begins the Tar 
River Utilization Study to provide its 

residents with better recreational access 
to the river.
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Union Brigadier General Edward E. Potter A plaque commemorating the raid on Greenville now 
stands at the Town Commons.

A commemorative sign for the plank road near Dickinson Ave.

�e Skinnerville/Greenville Heights Historic District is 
designated in 2005.
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General Tom �umb visits Greenville.

Greenville becomes a 
major exporter of rice.

George Washington visits 
Greenville as part of his 

“Southern Tour”.

Flooding at the Memorial Bridge caused by Hurricane Floyd.

Construction of the bulkhead that forms the edge of the Town Common.

�e Works Progress 
Administration 

completes 
construction of the 
Greenville Airport.

�e Shore Drive Neighborhood was a predominantly African-American community. 
Facing relocation, Shore Drive residents found new homes in West Greenville.

Pitt Community Hospital is 
founded. It would eventually 

become Pitt County Memorial 
Hospital, and now Vidant 

Medical Center.

A �ood damages the Old 
Dominion Steamship Company’s 

waterfront buildings, forcing 
them to build a new two story 

warehouse. 
Lumber becomes 

a major export of Greenville.

A lock was constructed 
on the Tar River at 

Greenville. 

Greenville Heights Subdivision is laid out to the west of 
Skinnerville, expanding Greenville’s western residential area.  

�e Old Dominion Steamship Company purchases 
waterfront property near downtown Greenville. 

A warehouse, wharf and shed is built on site. 

Pitt County 
Memorial 

Hospital moved 
to its current 

location in west 
Greenville.

Greenville updates its 1991 Greenway master Plan. �e updated 
plan signi�cantly increases the number of proposed greenways 

in Greenville.

�e newly founded Town of 
Martinsborough is relocated to a new 
location on the banks of the Tar River.
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�e name of the town is changed to 
Greenesville in honor of Revolutionary War 

hero Nathaniel Greene. �e town name is 
later shortened to Greenville.

�e Greenville and Raleigh Plank Road Company was established. 
�e road connected the Town of Wilson with Greenville providing 

stagecoach and freight wagons with access to steamboats in Greenville.

Phase 1 of the South Tar River 
Greenway opened in 2009. Phase 
2, the Green Mile Run Greenway, 

opened in 2011.

Greenville sets up a redevelopment 
commission to revitalize blighted 

areas of Downtown.

East Carolina Teachers College is founded in 1907. �e construction of the College leads 
to the development of the Tar River/University Neighborhood. �e Town Common site a�er clearing. Sycamore Hill Baptist 

Church was the only structure le�. Hurricane Floyd caused massive 
�ooding along the Tar River. A 

large number of homes in North 
Greenville and the Tar River/

University Neighborhood were 
inundated. �e City bought out the 
damaged homes in order to prevent 

future �ooding damage. �ese 
�ood buyout properties remains 

19
67

Ferry service established across the 
Tar River at the current location of 

the Town Commons.

�e redevelopment commission launches the Shore Drive Redevelopment Project 
in order to remove low-income housing between 1st street and the Tar River. 

Eventually, that land would become Town Common.Another �ood damages the 
improved Old Dominion 

warehouse.

�e College View neighborhood is added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1992.

A preliminary site plan for the Shore Drive Redevelopment Project c. 1960. 

19
60

18
50

18
50

18
58

18
45

18
63

18
78

18
92

19
04

19
40

19
91

19
59

19
77

20
09

19
99

19
59

19
58

19
24

19
07

19
07

First bridge constructed over 
the Tar River at Greenville.

During the Civil war, Union Brigadier Gener-
al Edward E. Potter leads a raid on Greenville. 

�ere are no confederate troops stationed 
to defend the town. Union soldiers loot the 
town. �is event is known as Potter’s Raid.
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Skinnerville, 
Greenville’s 

�rst suburb, is 
laid out east 
of Uptown.

Between 1905 and 1911, 
Cabinet Veneer Co. opens a 
manufacturing operation on 
the Tar River, adjacent to 1st 

street and the railroad bridge. 

�e Grady-White Boat 
Company is founded.

East Carolina Teachers College becomes East Carolina 
University, taking on an expanded educational role. 

Sycamore Hill Baptist Church was 
located on the corner of Greene 
and 1st streets and served as a 
bedrock institution for Green-
ville’s African-American Com-
munity. �e church was burned 

down in the early 1960’s.

Greenville completes 
its �rst Greenway 

Master Plan.

Eastside Park Master Plan is adopted in 2011.

Charles Montgomery Eppes High School is con-
structed in 1926 in West Greenville. �e site is 

now occupied by �omas Foreman Park. 
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Uptown Greenville and Downtown (the Shore Drive 
Neighborhood) before redevelopment. 

Shore Drive Redevelopment Project
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A map of the proposed greenway system. �e system proposed 
in 1991 is marked in red above, while the system proposed in 

2004 is marked in green. 

�e plan for Phase I and II of the Tar 
River Greenway is completed.
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�e Town Commons Master Plan is completed in 2010. �e plan includes improved ac-
cess to the river as well as a site for civic art commemorating the Sycamore Hill Baptist 

�e Center City-West Greenville Revitalization Plan was adopted in 
2006. �e plan suggests using the Tar River and Town Common as a 

resource for revitalizing the Center City.
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 Greenville became an inspection 
station for tobacco trade on the 

Tar River.

A steamship moored at the new two story Old Dominion Warehouse. 

In 2005, Greenville relocated the Greene 
Street bridge to the Town Commons. It was 
converted into a foot bridge and is now part 

of the park’s trail network. 
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International demand fuels the 
cultivation of cotton, making it 

the county’s largest crop.
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Production of tobacco expands. 
• 1891 - the county’s first tobacco warehouse, “The Greenville” opens. 
• 1892 - the Eastern Tobacco Warehouse is constructed.
• 1893 - American Tobacco Co. opens a buying office in Greenville
• 1894 - Planters Tobacco Warehouse opens.
• 1896 - E. B. Ficklen tobacco Company established.
• 1897 - Winterville Cigar Company is founded. 

19
29

Construction of the Greene 
Street Bridge is completed. 
�e steel span replaces the 

need for a draw bridge.

19
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�e Pepsi-Cola Bottling plant 
opens in Greenville.

WWII ends. Building on agriculture 
and education, Greenville focuses 
on creating a diverse, year-round 

economy.  
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East Carolina Teachers College c. 1909.

�e Skinnerville/
Greenville Heights 

neighborhoods 
are designated as 
Historic Districts.
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ECU completes its campus master plan. �e plan recommends the construction of academic 
buildings as well as a performing arts center near Town Commons.
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Community Survey

Swim
None of the above
Visit the dog park

Boat
Canoe/Kayak
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Jog/run

Visit the riverside parks
Ride a bicycle

Hike trails
Attend events
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What do you do 
when you visit the 

river/riverfront?

Who are the respondents and how often do they visit the riverfront?

More Frequently Less Frequently

Visitor to Greenville 
(N=6)

0% 17% 17% 33% 0% 33%

Business owner 
(N=7)

0% 29% 57% 14% 0% 0%

Pitt County resident 
(living outside of the 
City of Greenville) 
(N=16)

13% 25% 19% 31% 0% 13%

Property owner 
(N=21)

5% 29% 43% 19% 5% 0%

City of Greenville 
resident 
(N=71)

6% 28% 31% 17% 10% 8%

Student 
(N=88)

1% 7% 7% 9% 11% 65%

At least once 
per day

At least once 
per week

At least once 
per month

At least once 
per year

Less than once 
per year Never

2% 7% 6% 10% 11% 64%
6% 17% 37% 9% 9% 23%

0% 14% 29% 29% 21% 7%

6% 28% 33% 22% 6% 6%

8% 38% 15% 23% 0% 15%

17% 17% 17% 50% 0% 0%

0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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At least once 
per day

At least once 
per week

At least once 
per month

At least once 
per year

Less than once 
per year Never

18-24 
(N=89)

25-34 
(N=35)

35-44 
(N=14)

45-54 
(N=18)

55-64 
(N=13)

65-74 
(N=6)

75 or older 
(N=3)

How often do you visit the riverfront?
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When 
you go to 
the river/

riverfront, 
how do 
you get 

there?

What do you enjoy about the riverfront, 
and what would you improve?

188 responses gathered from February-April

MAKE IT CLEANER
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ADD FOOD OPTIONS
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BATHROOMS
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RIVERBOATS

What do you ENJOY about the riverfront now? How would you IMPROVE the riverfront?

NATURE/WILDLIFE
PEACEFUL/QUIET

TRAILS/PATHS

EVENTS

GREENWAY

FISHING

SCENERY

ACCESSIBILITY

 THE WATER

DOG PARK

GREEN/OPEN SPACE

KAYAKING

UNDEVELOPED

BOATING

TOWN COMMON

ACTIVITIES/RECREATION
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Who are the respondents and how often do they visit the riverfront?

More Frequently Less Frequently

Visitor to Greenville 
(N=6)

0% 17% 17% 33% 0% 33%

Business owner 
(N=7)

0% 29% 57% 14% 0% 0%

Pitt County resident 
(living outside of the 
City of Greenville) 
(N=16)

13% 25% 19% 31% 0% 13%

Property owner 
(N=21)

5% 29% 43% 19% 5% 0%

City of Greenville 
resident 
(N=71)

6% 28% 31% 17% 10% 8%

Student 
(N=88)

1% 7% 7% 9% 11% 65%

At least once 
per day

At least once 
per week

At least once 
per month

At least once 
per year

Less than once 
per year Never

2% 7% 6% 10% 11% 64%
6% 17% 37% 9% 9% 23%

0% 14% 29% 29% 21% 7%

6% 28% 33% 22% 6% 6%

8% 38% 15% 23% 0% 15%

17% 17% 17% 50% 0% 0%

0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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At least once 
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Less than once 
per year Never
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35-44 
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55-64 
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65-74 
(N=6)

75 or older 
(N=3)

Who are the respondents and how often do they visit the riverfront?

More Frequently Less Frequently

Visitor to Greenville 
(N=6)

0% 17% 17% 33% 0% 33%

Business owner 
(N=7)

0% 29% 57% 14% 0% 0%

Pitt County resident 
(living outside of the 
City of Greenville) 
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13% 25% 19% 31% 0% 13%

Property owner 
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City of Greenville 
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(N=71)
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(N=88)
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65-74 
(N=6)

75 or older 
(N=3)

Protect, enhance, and 
interpret the river

Create great destinations

Connect neighborhoods to 
the river

Make the riverfront a 
special place for Greenville

Create linear multi-modal 
access along the river

Recognize and highlight the historic, cultural, and 
social significance of the river, and create spaces 
where people can form new connections with the 
natural environment and other members of the 
community.

Respect the strength and power of the river 
and the fragility of the natural environment by 
ensuring that development does no harm and by 
creating ecological learning opportunities.

Capitalize on the framework that the City has 
laid for greenway connections along the river 
by extending those pathways and creating new 
connections between special places along the 
riverfront.

Ensure that community members can easily access 
the river via routes that enhance the surrounding 
neighborhoods and connect neighborhoods that 
lie on either side of the water.

Create special places and activities throughout 
the study area to draw current and potential 
Greenville citizens as well as regional visitors.

PROJECT GOALSMAJOR TAKEAWAYS FROM PUBLIC 
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